
BSRA Virtual Business Meeting Minutes 8/07/2021 
 

The August 7, 2021, Virtual Business Meeting was called to order at 7:33 PM by 
President Bradley Clarke via Zoom Video Conference. 
 

1) Hello everybody. Welcome to our August meeting. 

• For those of you who are new, our monthly meetings have a short business 

segment followed by and entertainment program. Leo Sullivan will present 

tonight’s show, Eastern Fans Visit the Interurbans, which largely features 

photos by folks from our neck of the woods, New England. Leo’s program 

replaces the scheduled one from Peter Erhlich, which will be shown later.                                       

2) Next, a few announcements and our business items. 

• First, our new Annual Fund Drive for the 5706 Fund and the General Fund, 

launched in June, has done extremely well. Thank you all very much!! 

• Our Treasurer’s office now has a new computer, much needed and now 

entering service, paid for by your General Fund Donations. 

• Your 5706 Fund contributions have help pay for our move to our contractors’ 

site in Virginia, allowing to maintain most of our balance for restoration. 

• Bookstore sales are also an important income source., and we thank you for 

choosing us for your purchases! 

3) Next, to the business section. 

• Voting is limited to Regular Members.  

• Guests, Associate Members, Intermediate Members, and Subscribers do not 

vote in our polls to approve reports, new members, adjournment, and other 

business matters. 

• Non-member guests are always welcome, and we hope you’ll join us. Dues 

are a low $25 per year for Regular or Intermediate Membership and include a 

RollSign subscription and other benefits. Please see our website, thebsra.org, 

to join and for more information 



4) The Secretary’s report for the June Meeting, and the June Treasurer’s report have 

been posted. We normally waive the reading of the Secretary’s report, but our 

Treasurer reads a summary of the Treasurer’s Report.  

Boston Street Railway Association, Inc. 
Summary Treasurer’s Report, July 2021 
(A detailed report is available for download) 
General Fund 
 
Income ................................................................ $4,384.28 
Expenses ............................................................. $9,491.75 
Cash on hand 7/31/2021 ................................... $21,823.79 
5706 Fund 
Income ................................................................ $3,240.35 
Expenses ............................................................. $5,415.11 
Cash on hand 7/31/2021 ................................... $63,521.74 
Combined cash on hand 7/31/2021 .................. $85,345.53 
 
• Thanks again to all who have responded to our summer fund appeal. 
To date we’ve received donations from 112 Members and friends, 
totaling $10,780.18 — both figures surpassing recent years. 
 
• General Fund expenses include purchase of a new computer for the 
Treasurer, plus printing and mailing the March/April RollSign. 
 
• 5706 Fund expenses for the month include the remainder of the cost 
of moving the car, plus purchase of specialized electrical cabling. 
 
• Since 1999, we’ve raised a total of $431,483.26 for the 5706 Fund. 

Publication Director's Report: Mike Prescott read the following report: Sales from our 
Summer catalog have been strong, and we have been reordering stock as needed. We 
appreciate your patience if your order has been delayed, we work as quickly as possible 
to restock, but as we and many of our vendors are small operations, it can sometimes take 
a few weeks to get more stock in. We are working on a Late Summer catalog, which will 
accompany the next RollSign and will contain several new books on traction and rail. 
We’ll be adding them to our online store once we get them, and you can view our full and 
updating selection of new and older books on our website at thebsra.org/store Thank you 
as always to our warehouse manager Ron Clough, who works through the summer heat in 
our non-air-conditioned warehouse to fulfill orders as quickly as he can. We appreciate your 
choice to shop from us, as the funds we take in from sales help keep us going year-round. Thank 
you for your continued support!  
 
Director of Car Restoration Report: The 5706 fund stands at $66,696 - See our 
Treasurer’s Report 



• The 5706 fund stands at $66,696 - See our Treasurer’s Report 

 

RollSign Director's Report: Nick Tomkavage reported that work continues on the 
May/June 2021 Issue, which will feature an MBTA news round-up. 
 
Director at Large reports: None. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: Tadd Anderson read the names of following applicants who were voted 
on for Membership: 
 
BRIAN D. PARKINSON, DORCHESTER, MA Regular Member  
 
TYLER PACHECO, SOMERVILLE, MA Intermediate Member 
 
A motion was made for the Secretary to cast a token ballot to accept the new regular 
member and new intermediate member as read. 
  
 
 
Current events: Jonathan Belcher read the following report of activity on the MBTA: 
 
Green Line: Green Line collision on Comm Ave on July 30, 3894/3697, struck 
3862/3705. 3705 was damaged beyond repair, frame bent at both ends, 3697-A end 
damaged beyond repair, 3894 has sill damage at both ends, might not be repaired, 3862 
requires coupler replacement. NTSB reports train was traveling at 30 MPH. Three cars 
were trucked over to new GLX maintenance facility, first equipment on any part of GLX. 
The E line shutdown between Brigham Circle and Heath St. August 2-29, rail will be 
replaced between Brigham Circle and South Huntington Avenue.   
 
Orange Line/Red Line: Investigation continues into the CRRC car derailments. None 
will return to service until investigation is complete. MBTA believes issue is with side-
bearer pads not wearing properly as cars accumulate miles. Three more pairs of Orange 
Line cars were delivered in July. 
 
Commuter Rail: The K car overhaul program has 103 completed, 1 in testing and 2 at 
Hornell. 
 
Bus: Routes 351, 428, 451, 456, 505 will be restored in fall, Route 351 will operate as a 
shuttle connecting to the 350. Short diesel trips in peak will return to Huron Ave, but it 
will be called Route 75 (not 72). 
 



Entertainment Report: Lucius Chiaraviglio summarized the upcoming entertainment 
through April 2022. 
 
Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs in attendance included Bradley Clarke, Tom 
Athearn, Charlie Bahne, Jonathan Belcher, Dan Cohen, Ron Clough, Nick Tomkavage, 
Mike Prescott, Lucius Chiaraviglio. 
 
Adjournment: The Business Meeting adjourned at 8:04PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
8/31/2021 
Tadd Anderson 
Secretary, Boston Street Railway Association 


